For those interested in becoming a teacher there are a few things they should consider first.  The teaching profession demands that people are good in many different areas.  Teachers must have expertise in curriculum, counseling, managing and excellent communication skills just to name a few.

In the state of Washington, teachers are expected to first earn an initial teaching certificate that they must earn through an accredited teaching program, as well as hold a Bachelor of Arts degree.  In order to continue teaching a teacher must earn a Professional Teaching Certificate, which is the equivalent of a Master’s Degree.  

Their education doesn’t stop there though.  Every five years teachers are required to earn 15 credits or 150 clock hours of continuing education in order to maintain their certificate.

Although there is a state pay salary schedule in the state of Washington, salaries can vary from district to district.  A beginning teacher in the state of Washington, holding a BA degree can expect to make about $28,000 in their first year.

