

You hold a part time job at a local newspaper, The Daily Chronicle, where you conduct Internet research for the staff writers.  Mr. Woods, the editor, has decided to purchase nine new desktop computers for the staff.  He has asked you to identify at least three Macintosh PCs that can be purchased directly over the Internet, and he requests that you put your research and recommendations in writing.

Mr. Woods is looking for solid, reliable economical and powerful desktop computers with good warranties and service plans.  He has given you a budget of $1,500 per unit.

Log on to your ISP and search the Internet for three desktop Macintosh computer systems from three different manufacturers.  Consider price, specifications (processor speed, amount of RAM, hard drive space, and monitor type and size), performance, warranties, and service plans when making your choice of systems.  Print your research findings and include them with your report.  (For helpful information on choosing a PC, read the article called “Factors to Consider When Buying a PC,” which is available in the Computer Concepts Resource Center at EMCParadigm’s Web Site.  Go to www.emcp.com; click College Division, then Resource Center for either Computer Technology or Computers:  Exploring Concepts.  Choose Student and then select the article under “Practical Tips for Computer Users (on the right side of the screen).”
Using Word, write a brief report in which you summarize the capabilities and qualities of each of the three computer systems you recommend.  Include a final paragraph detailing which system you suggest for purchase and why.  If possible, incorporate user opinions and/or reviews about this system to support your decision.  At the end of your report, include a table comparing the computer systems.  Format your report using the concepts and techniques you learned in Unit 1.
